
Did You Know?
• Most rural counties have service that meets less than 25 percent of 

the transit needs in Missouri.    
• Kansas City metro area’s most rapidly developing suburbs, Lee’s 

Summit and Blue Springs have limited transit service. 
• Rural and urban populations are under-served, both in terms of 

operating hours and level of service. The service that exists is in 
jeopardy because of federal funding cuts.  

• I-70, the link between downtown Kansas City and the eastern 
suburbs, is critically congested and is a threat to continued economic 
growth. Transit provides an alternative to more vehicles on the 
highway, which can, in turn, address congestion.

• Transit service is operating at insuffi cient levels in communities such 
as Joplin and Jefferson City, operating at levels signifi cantly lower 
than in comparable cities in other states.

• Per capita, rural people in the United States own more private 
vehicles than urban people, but more than half of poor rural families 
do not own one – one out of thirteen rural households. (Source: 
Research and Training Center on Disability in Rural Communities.)

• For 41 percent of rural residents in the United States, there is no 
public transportation available. Another 25 percent live in areas where 
public transportation is extremely inadequate, providing fewer than 25 
trips per year for each household without a personal vehicle. (Source: 
Research and Training Center on Disability in Rural Communities.)

• Lack of transportation is one of the most frequently cited problems 
facing people with disabilities living in rural areas. (Source: Research 
and Training Center on Disability in Rural Communities.)

• Metro means smart business for St. Louis – riders of MetroBus and 
MetroLink in the St. Louis region earn nearly $2 billion in wages 
annually. 

• Transit is growing in popularity, and Metro St. Louis is performing 
better than ever, but deep service cuts are expected in early 2009 
due to a lack of funding to maintain current service levels.

• Nearly 25 percent of Missouri residents over the age of 65 do not 
have a driver’s license.



Transit Aids Economic 
Development by: 
• Providing employment opportunities with the transit system itself;
• Purchasing goods and services in the community;
• Contracting with local vendors for fueling, maintenance and other support 

functions;
• Supporting entrepreneurs such as local taxi companies and intercity 

carriers;
• Benefi ting local businesses by providing access for residents and visitors, 

both of whom represent additional customers;
• Increasing the attractiveness of the area for tourists, retirees and potential 

employers;
• Allowing elderly residents to remain in the community by linking them to 

health care institutions, social services and recreational opportunities;
• Facilitating more cost effective centralization of facilities and services which 

can be accessible to all residents;
• Linking employers with potential employees;
• Enabling unemployed and underemployed workers to access job and 

employment training opportunities and achieve economic self-suffi ciency; 
• Ensuring the success of welfare to work initiatives by providing access to 

jobs for welfare recipients;
• Permitting students to continue their education by providing access to 

educational opportunities;
• Supporting the construction and maintenance of operational, administrative 

and maintenance facilities and intermodal transportation centers;
• Linking the economies of rural areas with those of more prosperous urban 

areas; 
• Supporting mobility for urban populations, ranging from medical care, 

employment, education, shopping, and recreational; and
• Enhancing the effectiveness of public and human service programs through 

the effi ciencies generated by transportation coordination.
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