
Public TransPorTaTion indusTry overview:
1. Public transportation consists of a variety of services 

including: buses, trolleys and light rail, commuter trains, 
streetcars, cable cars, van pool services, paratransit 
services for senior citizens and people with disabilities, 
ferries and water taxies, and monorails and tramways.

2. There are more than 6,500 providers of public and 
community transportation offering Americans the opportunity 
and the choice to travel by means other than a car.

3. Approximately 1,500 agencies provide bus service, 5,760 
provide paratransit services and 200 provide rail services as 
well as other modes of public transportation.

4. Public transportation is a $44 billion industry that employs 
more than 360,000 people. 

Public TransPorTaTion increasing 
ridershiP:
1. In 2007, Americans took 10.3 billion trips on public 

transportation – the highest ridership level in 50 years.
2. 34 million times each weekday, people board public 

transportation. 
3. Since 1995 public transportation ridership is up 32 percent.
Public TransPorTaTion reduces gasoline 
consumPTion:
1. Each year, public transportation use in the U.S. saves 1.4 

billion gallons of gasoline. This represents almost 4 million 
gallons of gasoline per day. 

2. The “leverage effect” of public transportation, supporting 
transportation efficient land use patterns, saves 4.2 billion 
gallons of gasoline – more than three times the amount of 
gasoline refined from the oil we import from Kuwait.

3. Each year, public transportation use saves the equivalent of 
34 supertankers of oil, or a supertanker leaving the Middle 
East every 11 days.

4. Each year, public transportation use save the equivalent 
of 140,769 service station tanker truck trips clogging our 
streets each year.

5. Public transportation use saves the equivalent of 300,000 
fewer automobile fill-ups every day.

6. The typical public transit rider consumes on average one 
half of the oil consumed by an automobile rider.

Public TransPorTaTion reduces 
greenhouse gases and conserves energy:
1. The “leverage effect” of public transportation reduces 

the nation’s carbon emissions by 37 million metric tons 
annually – equivalent to the electricity used by 4.9 million 
households. To achieve similar reduction in carbon 
emissions, every household in New York City, Washington, 
DC, Atlanta, Denver and Los Angeles combines would have 
to completely stop using electricity.

2. People living in households within one-quarter mile of rail 
and one-tenth of a mile from a bus stop drive approximately 
4,400 fewer miles annually as compared to persons in 
similar households with no access to public transit. This 
equates to an individual household reduction of 223 gallons 
of gasoline a year.

Public TransPorTaTion enhances Personal 
oPPorTuniTies:

1. Public transportation provides personal mobility and freedom 
for people form every walk of life.

2. Public transportation provides access to job opportunities for 
million of Americans as well as a transportation option to get 
to work, go to school, visit friends, or go to a doctor’s office.

Public TransPorTaTion saves money
1. The average household spends 18 cents on transportation, 

and 94 percent of this goes to buying, maintaining and 
operating cars.

2. Public transportation provides an affordable, and for many, 
necessary alternative to driving.

3. Americans living in areas served by public transportation 
save $18 billion annually in congestion costs.

4. Transit availability can reduce the need for an additional car, 
a yearly expense of $6,251 in a household budget. 

Public TransPorTaTion Provides economic 
oPPorTuniTy:
1. Every $1 invested in public transportation projects generates 

approximately $6 in local economic activity. 
2. Every $10 million in capital investment in public 

transportation yields $30 million in increased business sales.
3. Every $10 million in operating investment in public 

transportation yields $32 million in increased business sales.
4. Real estate -- residential, commercial or business -- that is 

served by public transportation is valued more highly by the 
public than similar properties not as well served by transit.

5. Public transportation enhances local rural economic growth 
in many ways, increasing the local customer base for a 
range of services -- shopping malls, restaurants, medical 
facilities and other transportation services. 

Public TransPorTaTion eases Traffic 
congesTion:
1. According to the most recent Texas Transportation Institute 

(TTI) report on congestion in 2005, public transportation 
saved travelers 541 million hours in travel time and 340 
million gallons of fuel.




